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NORFOLK ORIENTEERING CLUB

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021

Held at Whitlingham Country Park on the 27th June 2021 at 13.00hrs.

Minutes

1. Apologies for Absence: Jamie Austin-Mills, Jon Gilbert, Liz Large, Nicky Nicholls, 
Glen Richardson and Sue Vine.

19 club members were present.

2. Minutes of the Last AGM.

Minutes of the AGM, 12th August 2020 held by Zoom, were agreed as a true record of 
the meeting.  There were no action points.  

3. Chairman’s Report.

It would be very easy to say nothing to report for this year, however quite a lot has been 
going on despite the Covid pandemic.

When last year’s AGM took place by Zoom, who would have guessed that a year later we 
would still be under Covid restrictions for our orienteering activities.  We had anticipated 
that we would be starting with orienteering events by this spring but alas this has not 
happened.

We have been lucky to have several internet techy members who have been keen to 
promote orienteering with MapRun and Turf events.  An autumn MapRun Fun league was 
set up by Jonathan Gilbert and Ben Bethell.  A total of 8 courses were planned for 
Swardeston/Mulbarton, Dereham/Toftwood, Wymondham, Aylsham, Harleston, Taverham,
Swaffham and Lingwood.  The league was very successful with 36 competitors doing at 
least one event.  The league winners were Carla Sutherland and Rini Hoogkamer.

As Covid restrictions were continuing we decided to run a 2nd Fun league in the spring.  
This is currently in its final stages with courses at Attleborough, Eaton/Earlham, 
Wreningham, Sheringham, Diss, Queens Hills and North Walsham.

The MapRun team also put together the Christmas Cracker Challenge, which invited teams 
from other orienteering clubs, running clubs, schools and other groups. The challenge 
involved team members running a number of different length stages including some off 
road and night running to get a team total time.  The event took place from the 25th to the 
28th December and a total of 46 teams took part. The overall winners were surprisingly the 
NORw A team beating some very good teams from SYO, ShOUC and Norwich Road 
Runners.

Another area that is doing well is Junior development and training.  The junior development
group have put on training activities on several Sundays since Christmas.  The group are 
now getting 25 to 30 juniors and parents, who have undertaken training activities and some 
shorter courses on smaller areas.  The training is aimed at getting a team of competent 
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juniors to attend the Yvette Baker Trophy event at the beginning of July.  The development 
of juniors and schools is vital to bringing new blood into the club and to help juniors to 
progress to more difficult courses.

With the end of Covid restrictions now in sight, we are putting together a programme of 
events for the autumn and next year, starting with a Come and Try It event at Catton Park 
on the 12th September.  Hopefully we will have the Norwich Urban event at the end of 
October but this is still subject to permissions.  We are also looking at an East Anglian 
league event in early December, again this is still subject to land permissions.  Our next 
summer event is at Ling Common on the 11th July.

The roles that all our volunteers undertake are vital to the success of the club.  One of the 
most important jobs is Fixtures Secretary.  This job is becoming more complex with land 
permissions and land access arrangements being more centralised for the major land owners
such as Forestry Commission and National Trust.  The bidding for fixtures dates in the 
regional orienteering calendar is an ongoing process rather than just one meeting and 
therefore requires more time and managing.  As a result, we have looked at the role of 
Organiser for each event and feel that they should have more involvement in land 
permissions, completion of risk assessments and agreeing locations for car parking.  The 
job description for organisers will be updated and more training will be given to new 
organisers.

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to all the committee members who have helped 
so much during the last year.  It has been difficult for us to keep up the enthusiasm for 
planning training courses and virtual orienteering events when all we want to do is get back
out in the woods.  Let’s hope that we will soon be back to running in sunny forests.

Tim

 4. Treasurer’s Report (audited accounts for 2020 presented to AGM)

Paul issued a Balance Sheet from 2020, plus an Income and Expenditure Account for the year and 
went through the figures for us.

The club remains in a healthy position, and the net assets of the club is now £11,167 compared with 
£10,820 in £2019.  

Our funds will continue to be used to update equipment and software, and the maintenance of the SI
boxes.  There were no questions for Paul. 

5. Election of Committee.

In the Election of Officers, the following were elected mostly unopposed, but with a few 
new faces:

Office Elected Proposed by Seconded by
Chairman Tim Eden Julia Paul Steve Nobbs
Vice Chairman Ben Bethell Tim Eden Kim Eden
Secretary Steve Nobbs Kim Eden Julia Paul
Treasurer Paul Goldsworthy Steve Nobbs Daniel Cowley
Membership Secretary Liz Large Tim Eden Julia Paul
Fixtures Secretary Alan Bedder Tim Eden Steve Nobbs
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Club Captain Glen Richardson Tim Eden Ben Bethell
Equipment Officer Pat Bedder Paul Goldsworthy Steve Nobbs
Publicity Nicky Nicholls Kim Eden Steve Nobbs
Newsletter Editor Jonathan Gilbert Tim Eden Steve Nobbs
Website Editor Jonathan Gilbert Steve Nobbs Julia Paul
SI Coordinator Daniel Cowley Alan Bedder

Tim Eden
Tim Eden
Steve Nobbs
Daniel Cowley

Steve Nobbs
Steve Nobbs
Ben Bethell
Kim Eden
Paul Goldsworthy

Club Coach Michael Chopping
Mapping Coordinator Julia Paul
Welfare Officer Julia Paul
Volunteer Coordinator Kim Eden
Schools Liaison Officer Jonas Diete Tim Eden Steve Nobbs

Other Committee Members were elected en bloc, proposed by Tim Eden and seconded by 
Steve Nobbs:

Paul Garton, Les Jarrald and Jamie Austin-Mills remain.  Steve Searle has also 
volunteered to join the committee.

All committee members were thanked for their work by the Chairman.

6. Junior Committee

Steven Denby has stood down as Junior Captain.  William Bartrum has volunteered to
replace him and was duly elected.   

7. Any Other Business

In AOB, it was agreed by the Club that we give Honorary Life Membership to Alan and Pat
Bedder for their sterling work over many years of service.  This was voted by Tim Eden 
and seconded by Ben Bethell.

The following prizes were presented by the Chairman to the following members:

Barbara George – John Ward Trophy for best performance at a major event.  
This was for winning the British Middle Champs (carried over from last year).

Ben Bethell – special award for helping to set up the MapRun fun league, and 
Turf events.

There was no other trophies awarded this year, due to the lack of events.

There being no other business, the Chairman thanked members for attending and the 
meeting closed at 14.00hrs. 
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