
 
 

                                              NORFOLK ORIENTEERING CLUB 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2023 

 

Held at Pilling Park Community Centre on the 25th June 2023 at 

12.30hrs. 

 

Minutes 

 

1. Apologies for Absence: 
Leanne and Keziah Bailey, Kim and Tim Eden, Paul Garton, Michael Chopping, Liz Large 

 

 There were 23 club members were present. 

 

2. Minutes of the Last AGM. 

Minutes of the AGM, 26th June 2022 held at Waterloo Park were agreed as a true record of 

the meeting. There were no action points. 

 

Thanks were given to David Sparshott and Ben Bethell for putting on today’s event. 

 

3. Chairman’s Report – Ben Bethell 
My first year as Chairman has been very interesting.  I’ve enjoyed the experience – mainly because of the 

team around me. And I want to start by thanking them all for their help.  The Committee we have is  

excellent, though we do need more people involved.  There is a huge amount of work which goes largely 

unseen by many and for that we must be grateful.  We also have a number of members who make 

considerable effort to help, mainly at events.  My thanks to them too. 

 

Events have been a major focus since the last AGM.  The regular rhythm was more than upset through 

Covid, and changes to the Committee at the last AGM did nothing to settle things.  It’s pleasing to see 

that the events we’ve held have been so well received and reassuring to note that knowledge is being 

transferred to new organisers and planners.  We need this to continue. We’ve run feedback 

meetings.  Whilst not always comfortable, these have been really beneficial and help us to understand 

where things could be improved.  The reality is that we’re nit-picking and the improvements  

noted are small.  But it’s essential that we are critical and continue to learn. 

 

We’ve held a successful schools event.  60 youngsters from across Norwich enjoyed a morning at 

Waterloo Park.  My thanks to all those involved but particularly Jonas for his leadership and drive. 

 

We have some notable national level events coming up over the next few years.  The BUCS, the JHIs, 

and the Sprints are all in Norfolk over the next three years.  We’ll certainly need some involvement from 

the wider club with these.  That said, it’s nice to have these in the calendar and it will be great to see 

these events using our areas. In addition to the events, we’ve held regular club nights.  These continue to 

evolve and we’re now seeing more variety and a greater number of training sessions included.  We plan 

to continue these and promote them as an easy way to get involved. 

 

It’s been great to see several members travelling to various national events – with some success too.  I’d 

like to enable more of this and would welcome ideas to make this happen.  Our linkage with other East 

Anglian clubs at these events has improved and has benefited all involved. I’m keen to ensure that we 

find more ways to work with and alongside other clubs in the region.  Whilst our club identities are 

important, I feel strongly that there is more that can be done in terms of our ability to bring benefits to 

our clubs through our involvement with EAOA.   

More to do… 

We need to ensure that our ‘club’ remains exactly that.    

We need to promote a spirit of inclusion and we need to welcome more people to our sport.  However, 

this is no easy task and it will take time.   

We do have a new kit coming shortly – now that GCSEs are done we can get this  

project finished and let the Norfolk lion be seen! 



 
 

I’d like to, once again, thank all those involved.  We’re a great team and we have a great club.  Let’s 

make the next twelve months even better than the last. 

 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report (audited accounts for 2022 presented to AGM) 

Paul issued a Balance Sheet as at 31.12.2022, plus an Income and Expenditure Account for the 

year ended 31.12.22 and    went through the figures for us. 

The club remains in a healthy position, and the net assets of the club is now £10,669 compared with 

£11,092 in 2021, due to a small deficit for the year of £423. 

Income for the year has enabled the club to not only continue to maintain our SI equipment, but also 

pay for training courses £891 (coaching and first aid), supporting members to attend the Compass 

Sport Club in Scotland £629 and professional mapping £595. 

The club has tried not to increase event entry fees but these are reliant on how much we have to pay 

for land use and other event specific costs. 

Membership fees 

At the May 2023 committee meeting it was agreed to bring to the AGM a proposal to increase the 

clubs membership fees for the first time since 2012. 

The new fees would be: 

£10 for seniors (previously £7) 

Free for juniors (previously £3) 

A show of hands was taken, and the proposal was carried. 

 

There were no questions for Paul. 

 

5. Election of Committee. 

 

In the Election of Officers, the following were elected unopposed. 

 
Office Elected Proposed by Seconded by 

Chairman Ben Bethell Glen Richardson Nicky Nicholls 

Vice Chairman Tim Eden Karen Goldsworthy Ben Bethell 

Secretary Karen 
Goldsworthy 

Ben Bethell Daniel Cowley 

Treasurer Paul Goldsworthy Ben Bethell Alan Bedder 

Membership Secretary Jamie Austin-Mills  
Nicky Nicholls 

 
Emma Cross Fixtures Secretary Liz Large 

Club Captain Glen Richardson 

Publicity    

Newsletter Editor Julia Paul  
 
 
Nicky Nicholls 

 
 
 
Emma Cross 

Website Editor Jonathan Gilbert 

SI Coordinator Daniel Cowley 

Schools Coordinator Jonas Diete 

Club Coach Michael Chopping 

Mapping Coordinator Jonathan Gilbert 

Welfare Officer Julia Paul 

 

Neil Stockham and Nicky Nicholls agreed to work together on publicity to find a way forward. 

 

Equipment Officer Alan Bedder This post is not part of the committee  

 



 
 

 

6. Junior Committee 

 

Matthew Bethell has agreed to continue as Junior Captain 

 

7. Any Other Business 

 

None 

 

 

Meeting closed at 12.46 

 

 
The following prizes were presented by the Chairman to the following members: 

Marcus Richardson – John Ward Trophy for best performance at a major event.  

David Sparshott – Most improved orienteer. 

Beth Stockham – Mike George Trophy Best Junior 

Neil Stockham – Best Newcomer 

 

There being no other business, the Chairman thanked members for attending and 

thanked Nicky for being Secretary/Publicity many years. 

 


